BUSY BEE SKETCH (primary schools)
(Characters – Busy bee in costume and a human)

The sketch starts with the busy bee song by Arthur Askey at a good volume.

Busy Bee:
appears and dances around to the music.

Human:
Thank you Busy Bee thank you(leading the clapping) Well done Busy Bee !  

Busy Bee
I don’t know about “well done”  I am “done in”


Why do I have to keep on flying and buzzing around like this? Why can’t I just sit on the flowers and hum and enjoy the sunshine?    What is the point?

Human:
Oh dear Busy Bee. There’s a lot of point – don’t you know that?

Busy Bee
No I don’t. But what is the point?

Human
The point is…. The point is….. Well you see all those human beings out there? All the big ones and all the little ones
Busy Bee
Yes…

Human
You play a very important part in all their lives!

Busy Bee
Really? (puffs out chest)  Little me?  I’m important in all those giants lives?

Human
Yes! Without all your business busy bee, they would find it very difficult to grow all the food they need to stay alive and to stay well.

BB
But if that is true, why do so many of them run away from me? And some of them even try to hit me with great big flappy things!

H
Well you see – some of them – especially the little ones…

BB
(interrupts) Why do you keep on calling them little ones when they are so big to me? Very big and scary!

H
Oh alright I will call them children. Perhaps they don’t understand how important you are for them. So let me explain that to them and to you as  you keep on flying around and buzzing and going from flower to flower and you don’t seem to have any idea why you are doing it.

So why don’t you go and sit down there and listen with them while I explain

BB 
Alright ( buzzes off noisily towards the place indicated)

H
Now sit down quietly Busy Bee and don’t be silly, or you are not going to find out why you are so important to all these humans


But first of all lets find out what they already know.

Here follows a bit not yet prepared to establish what bees do and why it benefits human beings. Interactive with the audience and to draw out what they know  - key things are honey and bee farming, pollination and bee exploitation

Right Busy Bee you can come back here. Now you can see why you are so important to us humans cant you?

We should not be frightened of you. In fact we should work very hard to look after you and feed you and not expect you to be so busy that you become tired and weak and ill. Because in the end you wont be able to be busy, Busy Bee, on to your very important business.

BB
Ooh that’s good I like that. Bizziness  business, buzz buzz buzziness. If I am so important I think you should call me “your Buzziness” not “busy bee”  “Your buzziness is much more important sounding.  Go on!
H
(elaborate bow with flourish of arm) Your buzziness…

BB 
That’s better. So you just remember that. I am important and I should be called “your buzziness” and be looked after properly. But don’t feel too sorry for me.

I can fly in the air and I can buzz – buzz  buzz   buzz. The ones I feel sorry for  are the honey bee farmers who look after us.

H
really?

BB
Really I think it is time you went and sat down with the children and listened to me. Off you go and let me explain
BB 
Now I see a lot when I am flying around. In some of the poor countries I have seen that the farmers looking after the hives get very little money for the honey they produce. They work very hard and very long hours but what they earn is not enough to buy clothes for their families or money to pay for their children to go to school. I expect you like honey don’t you.

H
I love honey. I like it best on hot toast. Delicious 
BB
So you buy lots of honey I expect. Did you know that of all the money you spend on honey the farmer who looks after the bees gets very little of it – just enough to buy a teaspoon out of a whole jar. The farmers are treated just as badly as some of us bees and they have families to look after
H
Well I agree that is not at all good or fair; but there is nothing I can do about it is there?
BB
Oh yes there is. You can and make sure that any honey you buy only comes from well looked after bees by farmers who are paid a fair amount for all their work and can live a decent life.

H
And how can I do that ?

BB
 Let me show you some pictures. That will help to explain it to you.


Shows traidcraft DVD slide show. (We found this too adult for young children – and demonstrated jars of FT  honey instead. With a bit of dialogue where H quizzes BB as to what is special about this honey (FT label, living wage, social premium, where can you buy it)
H
Thank you so much Your Buzziness. Can I hummbly suggest 
Your Buzziness that – ooh did you not get my joke? I said hummmbly suggest Humm Humm Buzz Buzz. 

BB 
Oh that was a terrible joke. I hope your suggestion is better than your joke.

H
Yes it is. I think we should tell all these humans here why we have come to their school today.

BB 
Yes that is a good suggestion. Shall I start.


We have come here today because it is Fairtrade fortnight. People all round the country and in other countries celebrate fair-trade fortnight even in Leamington Spa

H
Especially in Leamington Spa because Leamington Spa is a fair trade town 

BB        
Maybe you should explain what that means?

H
Yes I will. It is because…Leamington has proved that………
(at this point there can be dialogue about any special event to be advertised)
BB
Now I feel like flying away, Please can you put on my music?
H and BB dance around to music then take their bow

( Primary schools often serve toast at break – the honey can be donated for their toast. Other gifts of materials etc can also be made)
